
The Economic Value 
of Pathology

60%
of gp requests are 
preventative or for 
chronic disease Management

increase in pathology 
tests is for preventative 

health treatments 

+32%
500 
million
tests IN AUSTRALIA 
EVERY YEAR

Health problems seen by General 
Practitioners require pathology

TOP REASONS:
1     Diabetes

2     General Health Check

3     High blood pressure

4     Lack of energy

PATHOLOGY COSTS 3%
OF ANNUAL HEALTH CARE BUDGET

70% of medical 
treatment decisions 
rely on pathology

70%

Collection centres in 
rural or regional areas

urgent
bloodCOURIERS GET URGENT 

SAMPLES TO LABS QUICKLY
SKILLED COLLECTORS TAKE 

YOUR SAMPLE AND CARE FOR 
SICK PATIENTS

doctors and scientists 
use sophisticated 

equipment to get results

35,000 PEOPLE WORK IN AUSTRALIAN PATHOLOGY 

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY 
UNDERPINS SCIENTIFIC STAFF 

Download the full report at 
www.knowpathology.com.au

PATHOLOGY IS THE ENGINE ROOM 
OF HEALTHCARE

www.knowpathology.com.au
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$2,600 - $5,300
Diabetes prevention 

programsAustralians have diabetes
this will be 3.5 million by 2033

HBA1C BLOOD TEST MONITORS DIABETES CONTROL. a 1% reduction in HbA1c can: 

40%
Kidney disease

incidence
21%

incidence
Amputation

16%
incidence

Heart attack

43%
incidence

Eye disease

SAVES

pathology is one of the few defenses against diabetes cost blow outs

1.5 
million

TODAY

$167 million per year Managed down by ruling out heart attack early

Pathology can  manage down emergency department costs
Chest pain accounts for  

80%10%
of EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

 presentations

40% 
of patients can be 
discharged early 

using Troponin blood test

are not having a 
Heart attack

47%
1982-86

67%
2007-11

5 year Survival SMART TESTING saves time, money and 
prevents harm IN BOWEL CANCER PATIENTS

 is Australia's 2nd biggest cancer killer
Bowel cancer

Diagnosis by stool 
tests and biopsies

Genetic testing for 
high risk families

genetic testing of tumour 
matches cancer type with 

treatment

population Screening
of Australians 

aged over 50

per year for 
each person

www.knowpathology.com.au


